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Content vocabulary
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Phonically accessible vocabulary
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Curriculum link
•	 Social	studies:	Living	in	different	environments	–	community	groups,	culture,	family	

Key concepts
•	 Some	animals	live	in	herds.
•	 Sometimes	an	animal	leaves	its	herd	to	join	another	herd.

Possible reading strategy
•	 Making	inferences	about	a	character
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Nadif’s	New	Life
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Many years ago, an elephant was born.

This elephant was adventurous and  

brave, and she was much loved by 

the rest of her herd.  She was not 

scared of anything!

The herd named her Gasari because  

“Gasari” means fearless and brave.
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When Gasari was young, she was  

always exploring.  She would walk  

away from her herd and discover  

parts of the jungle that she had  

never seen before.  She liked to see 

other elephants that belonged to 

different herds.

As Gasari grew, she began to leave  

her herd for longer and longer, and  

she would walk further and  

further into the jungle. 

54



One day Gasari walked a long,  

long way from her herd.  When  

she came back to her herd, she  

saw people with guns and nets.  

The people pushed all the elephants 

in Gasari’s herd onto big trucks 

and took them away.

Gasari watched from behind some 

trees.  There was nothing she 

could do.
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Gasari tried to find her herd, 

but she did not find them.   

She looked for them everywhere, 

day after day, week after week.  

She became tired, sad, and lonely.

Gasari knew that she would never see 

her herd again.
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Gasari went to the river to think. 

What would she do?  

Where would she go? 

How would she survive by herself?

When Gasari looked up, she saw  

a little elephant standing by the river.
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Then Gasari saw a lion creeping 

through the grass with his eyes fixed 

on the little elephant.  The lion 

sprang toward the little elephant 

with its mouth wide open.
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But brave Gasari leaped out of the 

river and pushed the little elephant out  

of the way just as the lion’s teeth went  

“snap!” The lion crept into the grass.   

The little elephant was so frightened  

that it ran back into the bushes  

and out of sight. 

Gasari felt sad as she watched  

the elephant go.
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As Gasari turned to leave the river, 

the little elephant returned with  

a herd of elephants. 

At first, Gasari backed away because 

she was frightened.  But the elephants 

were friendly.  They were thankful that 

Gasari had saved the little elephant.   

They came closer to Gasari because 

they wanted her to join their herd.
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Now Gasari is part of a new herd  

of elephants.  She helps her new herd  

by looking after the little elephants.   

She helps them to stay close to the herd.
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Gasari is happy again.  But she still  

misses her old herd.  She often thinks  

about them and wonders where they are.

Level I (15) Pairs of connected books
Animal	Smells Angus	Cleans	Up

Sticky	and	Dangerous	Plants Looking	After	Scotty

Amazing	Snakes The	Snake	Olympics

Level I (16) Pairs of connected books
Living	Near	a	Volcano Volcano	Alert!

Nadif ’s	New	Life Gasari’s	Herd

Message	Sent Saving	Dad

Level J (17) Pairs of connected books
My	Soccer	Journal The	Leaping	Lions

Fun	Food	to	Make	and	Eat The	Queen’s	New	Chef

Deep	in	the	Sea A	Deep	Sea	Adventure

Level J (18) Pairs of connected books
Cleaning Up Our Wetland The	Baby	Swans

Ice	Swimmers The	Lucky	Fishing	Hat

Robots	Today,	Robots	Tomorrow Robots Run Wild

FLYING START TO LITERACY

EARLy
EMERGENT 

STAGE

EMERGENT 
STAGE

EARLy 
STAGE

TRANSITIONAL 
STAGE

EARLy	FLUENT 
STAGE

FLUENT 
STAGE

CHAPTER	BOOKS

FLUENT	PLUS 
STAGE

CHAPTER	BOOKS

Level	A	
(1)

Level	B	
(2)

Level	C	
(3–4)

Level	D	
(5–6)

Level	E	
(7–8)

Level	F	
(9–10)

Level	G	
(11–12)

Level	H	
(13–14)

Level	I 
(15–16)

Level	J	
(17–18)

Level	K	
(19–20)

Level	L	
(21–22)

Level	M	
(23–24)

Level	N 
(25–26)

Level	O 
(27–28)

Level	P	
(29–30)

20



Flying Start to Literacy: Level I (16)


