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Curriculum link
•	 Science:	Living	things	–	plants,	structure,	and	function

Key concept
•	 	Some	plants	stick	on	animals,	some	plants	trap	animals,	 

and	some	plants	poison	animals.

Possible reading strategy
•	 Reading	dialogue	with	phrasing	and	fluency
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Ethan and Ashley did not like Scotty.   

Scotty was the dog who lived in 

the house next door.

He drooled everywhere.  He chewed their  

toys and put them in holes that he dug  

in the yard.  He never came 

when he was called.

And he was smelly!
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One day Scotty’s owner, Miss Brown, 

came to visit.  Scotty looked very  

clean.  He wagged his tail and 

he sat quietly.

Miss Brown said to Ethan and Ashley, 

“I need to visit my sister today, 

but I can’t take Scotty with me.   

Would you look after him and  

take him for a walk in the park?”

Ethan and Ashley agreed to help.
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As soon as Miss Brown left, Scotty 

grabbed Ashley’s doll and started to  

rip it apart.

“Stop that, Scotty!” said Ashley.

When Ethan went to pull the doll away 

from Scotty, he snarled and ran out 

the door.

“Come back, Scotty!” yelled Ethan.

Ethan and Ashley ran after him.
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Ethan and Ashley saw a hole under  

the fence.  

Ethan said, “Oh, no!  Scotty has dug  

his way out of the yard.  He has 

run away.”  

They raced down to the park, looking 

for Scotty.  They called out for Scotty 

but he did not come.

Then Ethan and Ashley saw Scotty  

running into the long grass.  They ran  

into the long grass after him.

They got seeds from the grass all over  

their socks, but they did  

not catch Scotty.
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Scotty ran into some creeping plants 

that were growing near the creek.

Ethan and Ashley kept calling out  

to Scotty but he did not come back. 

They ran after him but they got 

tangled up in the creepers.

“Scotty,” they called.  “Come back here!”

But Scotty did not come back. 

He came out of the creepers 

and ran away from them.
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Then Ashley spotted him on the other  

side of the fence.  

“There he is.  He’s in the prickly plants,”  

she said, as they climbed over the  

fence and grabbed him. 

“Ouch,” said Ashley.  “He has burs,  

seeds, and prickles all over his coat.   

And what’s that sticky oily stuff on his  

ears and tail?  Oh, yuck!” 
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Ethan and Ashley carried Scotty home.

Then they washed him with hot,  

soapy water.  The seeds, prickles, and  

burs were stuck to Scotty’s feet, ears, 

and tail.  As Ethan and Ashley  

pulled out the seeds, prickles, and burs, 

Scotty wriggled and snarled.

“He is a bad dog,” said Ashley. 

“I hope Miss Brown comes back soon.”
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Soon Miss Brown came to pick up Scotty.   

He wagged his tail and licked her face.

Miss Brown said, “Oh, you have done  

such a good job looking after Scotty. 

He looks so beautiful and clean. 

But what happened to you?”
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Ethan and Ashley looked at each other.

“We ran through some long grass 

and got tangled up in some creepers,” 

said Ethan.

“And then we fell on some prickly 

plants,” said Ashley.

“Well, you really must be more 

careful next time,” said Miss Brown. 

“It’s a good thing that Scotty didn’t 

follow you!”
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As Miss Brown was leaving, she said,  

“My sister wants me to go to her house  

for a week.  Now that I know you can  

look after Scotty so well, maybe you  

could look after him for the whole week  

while I’m away!”
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